




      English 12AP
Final Notes for 1984…hmm…

What form does the novel 1984 take?

Because a moral can be drawn from 1984, it is a political parable.

What is the moral of this novel?

The abuse of power by a totalitarian regime destroys the individual.

1984 is a satirical novel. Why?

Orwell is satirizing the falsification of reality and the manufacture of fake heroes and scapegoats for purposes of political propaganda.

Can you identify some possible themes in the novel?

Umbrella Themes:

· Abuse of power

· Societal Fear

· Eradication of privacy
· Psychological Destruction

· Alienation and Isolation

· Appearance versus Reality

· Destruction of Human Values

· Individuality versus Tyranny

· Danger of Permanent Totalitarianism

Irony:

· Winston and Julia swear to commit various crimes in the service of the Brotherhood; the Party later uses their vows against them to prove they are not morally superior to the Party.

· Ministry of Love is the government's torture chamber.

· Big Brother and the Brotherhood ironically caricature the idea of family.

· Historical evidence is destroyed in "memory holes".

Symbolism:

· Big Brother (political & religious), paperweight, Winston's dreams, steel engraving, prole's song, half-remembered nursery rhyme, etc.

· Winston & Julia…Hmm…

